power  of  enemy 


Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  President  Frank  Page 
warned  attendees  at  the  Golden 
Triangle  Association  annual 
meeting  on  October  17  at  First 
Church.  Starkvitte,  not  to  under* 
estimate  the  power  of  the  enemy 
of  the  Gospel  as  Southern  Baptists 
seek  to  revive  themselves. 

Quoting  the  words  of  Jesus 
in  John  10:10  —  “The  thief 
comes  only  to  steal  and  kill 
and  destroy;  I  have  come  that 
you  mav  have  life,  and  have  it 
to  the  full  (NIVr  —  Page 
described  how  Satan  has 
"stolen  power  from  our  hearts; 
from  our  churches  he  has 
stolen  unity."  and  asked.  "Has 
he  not  destroyed  the  vision  of 
many  churches?" 

Page  said  he  fears  Southern 
Baptists  have  "thwarted  the 
prayerof  JeMSc^as  recorded  in 
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an  each  of  the  pasters;  staffs  and 
churches  where  my  team  and  I 
have  been  privileged  to  present 
the  damns  of  Christ  I  am  sure 
some  of  these  ofeservatiofB  win 


•  I  have  observed  the  seduc- 
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nve  tasmons  ot  tne  world  Ming 
worn  in  the  worship  centers  of 


our  cnurcnes.  teenage  gin 
sometimes  their  mothers 
dothes  to  church  they  n 
could  wear  to  school  nor 
workplace.  The  same  app 


in  die 
lies  to 


from  the  pulpit  to  the  pew.  R 
appears  we  are  seeking  to 
develop  happy  churches;  but 
not  holy  dandies.  One  pastor 
stated  mat  he  wanted  his  peo¬ 
ple  to  leave  the  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  worship  fading  ‘affirmed^ 


sees  scores  ushered  into  the 
Kingdom  and  church  members 
rekindling  the  fire  within,  is 
quickly  giving  way  to  one-day 
events.  We  have  stopped 
singing  Take  Time  To  Be  Holy, 
because  we  don't  have  the  time. 

•  I  have  observed  more  and 
more  churches  decreasing  from 
mortification  rather  than 
increasing  due  to  salvation. 
There  is  more  life  outside  in 
most  church  cemeteries  than 
inside  an  the  pews.  At  least  in 
the  cemeteries  the  grass  grows 
and  dm  flowers  bloom. 

If  there  is  not  a  revival  in 
our  land,  many  of  our  rural 
churches  will  become  bed  and 
breakfast  inns  and  our  larger 
churches  will  be  turned  into 
antique  malls.  If  you  don't 

t.  *-  — /*>-.  _  «  n  ».  _  *  _ 

DttlfVf  mis,  VISIT  Uirll  DnuUn. 

•  I  have  observed  more  and 


programs,  you  can  fill  a  church. 
Howevec  mere  is  an  eternal  dif¬ 
ference  between  filling  a  church 
with  people  and  filling  the  peo¬ 
ple  inside  the  church. 

•  I  have  observed  more  and 
more  pastors  and  evangelists 
preaching  someone  else*s  ser¬ 
mons  rather  than  studying  and 
preaching  their  own.  The  call 
to  preach  has  been  replaced 
with  the  desire  to  succeed. 
Being  an  expounder  of  die 
Word  requires  time  alone  with 
God.  Being  a  mouth  for  God  to 
the  people  of  God  is  an  awe¬ 
some  responsibility. 

Preaching  someone  dse's 
anointed  sermon  doesn't  guar- 


Dra or,  whose  commentary 
irs  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press,  is  a 
tonal  enmgaist  and  past  prest- 
of  the  Conference  of  Southern 
st  Liwigtnsts,  tR  mumon  to 
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By  Jerry  Drace,  evangelist 
Jackson ,  Tn. 
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The  Third  Effect 


Modem  Americanpoiitics  is  in  a 
mess,  isn't  it?  The  sensational¬ 
ized  rhetoric  and  histrionic  mud- 
slinging  of  today  probably'  matches  (or 
exceeds)  the  dirty  politics  of  bygone  eras. 
An  astute  follower  of  politics  once 
observed,  "You  can't  govern  if  you  don't 
win."  but  the  win-at-anv-cost  mentality 
of  today  has  become  a  dangerous  drain 
on  our  national  vitality. 

Pundits  frequently  speculate 
an  the  reasons  why  this  mental 
cruelty  is  heaped  upon  us  every 
two  years  or  so.  The  main  reason 
seems  to  be  that  it  works. 
TWistira  the  truth  and  distorting 
reality  rave  an  impact  on  many 
voters,  apparently  m  three  ways. 


from  the  polls  by  discouraging  news 
and  unbridled  mudslinging,  the  party 
faithful  will  have  die  chance  to  swing 
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paigning  has  is  to  embolden  the 
haracore  supporters  of  the  candi¬ 
date  making  the  attacks  to  sup¬ 
port  their  candidate  even  more 
passionately  because  thar  oppo- 
nent  looks  fike  such  a  bad  person. 
The  Second  Effect  is  to  discourage 
supporters  of  the  other  candidate, 
in  hopes  they  win  drop  a  way  from 
the  campaign.  The  Third  Effect  is 
to  create  disgust  among  uncom- 
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te  m  hopes  tneywui  drop  away  trom  regam  me  power  uwy  aw  wijuy«u. 

the  campaign.  The  Third  Effect  is  Given  the  publidy-stated  positions  and 
to  f^te  disgust  among  uncom-  *  intentions  of  the  two  parties,  rrs  not  an  over- 
mitted  volets  in  general  in  the  hope  that  statement  to  describe  the  upcoming 
they  will  be  repuked  by  the  mudslinging  November  7  elections  as  utterly  crucial  to  the 
and  just  stay  home  on  Election  Day.  future  of  our  ration.  Never  have  the  differ- 

The  Third  Effect  9eems  to  be  the  most  enoes  between  the  two  competing  rational 
important  and  sought-after,  because  if  parties  been  dearer.  Tne  lines  separating  the 
uncommitted  voters  simply  stay  away  parties  have  never  been  brighter.  The  voters 
from  the  polls,  the  attacking  candidate  has  should  be  fired  up  like  never  before  to  inarch 
an  opportunity  to^jet  his/her  hardcore  to  the  pofis  and  cast  a  definitive  vote. 
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supporters  to  the  polls  and  win  the  elec-  That's  where  the  Third  Effect  comes  in 
tion.  This  is  especially  true  in  an  election  to  play.  If  only  that  huge  middle  of 
cycle  the  one  we  are  currently  undergoing,  uncommitted  voters  can  be  driven  away 


I  the  election  their  wav.  The  strategy  is, 
if  only  the  people  with  no  political  ax 
to  grind  can  be  kept  from  voting,  an 
election  can  be  won. 

A  voter  can  expect  that  type  of 
behavior  from  unscrupulous  candidates 
but  file  rational  news  media,  which 
have  already  proven  themselves  so 
untrustworthy  m  so  many  other  ways, 
havepuDed  out  all  the  stops  in  utilizing 
the  Tniid  Effect  to  sway  this  election. 

J  Just  about  every  newspaper  every  radio 
and  television  station,  every  cable  news 
program,  every  politically-active 
Hollywood  star  hire  exploited  tne  Third 
Effect  in  this  election  cyde. 

They  don't  want  us  to  vote  —  espe- 
Almost  every  crucial  race  in  the  country  dally,  they  don't  want  Christians  to  vote, 
is  up  lor  grabs.  Many  of  the  races  that  will  They  know  the  impact  we  have  had  on 
decide  which  political  party  controls  the  other  recent  elections,  and  they'd  prefer  we 
reins  of  government  for  the  next  two  years  sit  this  one  out.  That  seems  to  be  the  new 
are  within  pollsters'  margins  of  error.  The  tactic  for  dealing  with  Christian  and  "val- 
Repubbcans  want  very  much  to  hold  on  to  ues"  voters:  beat  them  down  with  so  much 
powet  Mid  Democrats  want  very  much  to  bad  news  and  dirty  insinuations  that 
regain  the  power  they  once  enjoyed.  3*  they'll  just  stay  home  on  Election  Day. 

Oven  the  publidy-stated  positions  and  True  enough,  politicians  have  failed 
infentiora  of  the  two  parties,  irs  not  an  over-  Christians  in  the  past.  They  have  courted 
statement  to  describe  the  upcoming  us,  used  the  proper  code  words,  spoken  to 
November  7  elections  as  utterly  crucial  to  the  us  of  their  deep  faith,  and  then  Ruled  us. 
future  of  our  ration.  Never  rave  the  differ-  That  will  undoubtedly  happen  again, 
enoes  between  the  two  competing  rational  We  still  must  vote,  even  when  the  Third 
parties  been  diww*  The  lines  separating  die  Effect  is  heaped  upon  us.  If  we  care  about 
patties  have  never  been  brighter.  The  voters  the  future  ot  this  country,  we  will  make  it 
should  be  fired  up  like  never  before  to  inarch  to  the  polls  on  November  7  and  we  will 
to  the  pofis  and  cast  a  definitive  vote.  vote.  Not  to  do  so  is  to  give  up  on  this  great 

That's  where  the  Third  Effect  comes  in  country,  a  gift  from  God  Himself, 
to  play.  If  only  that  huge  middle  of  That  should  be  all  the  reason  we  need  to 
uncommitted  voters  can  be  driven  away  do  what's  right. 


intentions  of  the  two  parties,  ifs  not  an  over¬ 
statement  to  describe  the  upcoming 
November  7  elections  as  utterly  crucial  to  the 
future  of  our  ration.  Never  rave  the  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  two  competing  rational 
oarties  been  dearer.  The  lines  separating  die 
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Kenya  kidnapping  ordeal  brings  God  doser 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Mendy  Nantz  was  on  the  way 
to  a  funeral  when  it  happened. 
“Don't  scream  or  do  anything 
stupid  or  I  will  kill  you,"  a 
well-dressed  man  commanded 
the  33-year-old  Southern 
Baptist  missionary. 

Idling  outside  the  Africa 
Inland  Mission 


counseling 
Kenya,  N 


cen- 


had  spent  the  past  few 
honking  die  nom  of 
Toyota  KAV-4.  She  was 


ter  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  Nantz 
few  minutes 
her  red 

Toyota' 

for  someone  to  open  the 
gate  that  protected  the  com¬ 
pound's  entrance. 

Instead  of  a  friendly  wave, 
Nantz  was  greeted  by  die  bar¬ 
rel  of  a  gun.  She  was  being  kid¬ 
napped. 

As  the  man  shoved  her  into 
the  RAV's  passenger  seat,  she 
managed  to  hit  me  horn  one 
last  time.  "That  was  stupid,"  he 
snarled,  throwing  the  Toyota 
into  reverse. 

Immediately,  Nantz  began 
to  pray.  “Lord,  do  not  let  that 
honk  oe  in  vain,"  she  cried 
out,  silendy. 

Within  seconds,  the  RAV's 
back  doors  flew  open  and  two 
more  men  jumped  in,  both  car¬ 
rying  guns.  "I  was  trembling," 
Nantz  recalled.  "I  started  think¬ 
ing,  This  is  the  end  —  how  do  I 
want  to  end  my  life?  Do  I  want 
to  end  my  life  praising  God?  Or 
do  I  want  to  end  my  lire  in-fear?' 
I  had  guns  on  me  all  the  time.  I 
couldn't  cry,  I  couldn't  scream 
for  fear  they  would  shoot,  but  I 
could  pray,  she  said. 

As  the  SUV  sped  away  from 
the  compound,  the 
demanded  money  and  I 
rifle  through  Nantz's 
Minutes  later  the 
off  the  main  load,  and 
started  to  panic 

"I  began  to  imagine  all  the 
horrific  dungs  these  men  could 
do  to  me,"  she  said.  "I  had  noth¬ 
ing  else  to  give  them.  I  began  to 
pray  specifically,  'Lord,  You  are 
my  King  and  my  God.  You  am 
in  control  of  all  situations. 
Please  do  not  let  them  touch  my 
body  in  any  way.'" 

Nantz  considered  what  she 
would  do  if  the  men  tried  to  rape 
her  She  was  ready  to  kS  them  — 
or  herself  —  to  prevent  it 

"It  was  right  then  that  an 
overwhelming  peace  came  over 
my  soul"  Nantz  said.  "Even 
though  I  think  I  know  what  I 
can  and  can't  live  through,  God 
knows  better  than  I  do. 

Abruptly  the  RAV  came  to  a 
stop.  Nantz  knew 
near  die  Langata 
isolated  area  of  Nairobi.  If  her 
kidnappers  were  going  hurt 
her  it  would  be  nere.  The 
Toyota's  doors  opened,  but  no 
one  got  out  Seconds  passed 
sluggishly,  and  the  uncertainty 
was  agonizing.  What  were  her 
kidnappers  waiting  for?  She 
continued  to  pray. 

Suddenly  the  doors  slammed 
shut  and  toe  RAV  rumbled  to 
life.  They  were  heading  bade  to 
the  main  road.  "I  realty  believe 


the  Lord  convicted  their  hearts  of 
their  wicked  ways  and  spoke  to 
them,"  Nantz  said.  "I  don't  know 
if  it  was  a  vision.  I  don't  know  if 
it  was  angels.  I  don't  know  if  He 
spoke  words  to  them  that  they 
heard.  But  it  was  the  Lord." 

Her  thoughts  now  turned  to 
tiie  prospect  of  escape.  "I  knew 
the  Lora  was  in  control;  I  just 
needed  to  be  aware  of  when  He 
was  going  to  allow  me  an  exit 
from  tiie  situation,"  she  said. 

"I  decided  that  if  nothing  else 
I  could  at  least  fill  the  entire 
RAV  with  the  name  of  Jesus," 
Nantz  said.  Tm  a  believer  that 
if  you  speak  it  out  and  you 
speak  it  boldly.  His  name  is 
powerful  enough  to  change  any 
situation,  any  circumstance... 
because  the  enemy  cannot  stand 
the  name  of  Jesus.  He  hates  it" 

"We  are  Islam,"  the  driver 
responded.  Once  again  Nantz 
was  overwhelmed  with  calm¬ 
ness.  Noticing  her  Bible  stuck 
between  the  seats,  she 
grabbed  it  and  held  it  tightly 
against  her  heart.  ~ 

The  RAV  was  now  rolling 
down  a  long,  dirt  alley,  heading 
toward  a  large,  red  gate. 
Another  wave  of  fear  began  to 
grip  her.  "Once  I'm  in  there,!' mt 
lost  forever,  "  Nantz  remembers  - 
thinking.  "I  thought  this  was 
tiie endof  my  life. 

Stopping  short  qf  the  gate, 
the  gunmen  odEed  the  Toyota 
and  forced  Nantz  behind  tiie 
wheel.  All  three  guns  were 
trained  on  her.  "Drive!"  the 
group's  leader  ordered. 

Months  after  her  kidnap¬ 
ping,  Nantz  said  it's  evident  the 
Lora  was  at  work  throughout 
her  ordeal  beginning  tiie 
moment  she  was  taken. 

Remember  that  final  defiant 


w  they  were 
cemetery,  an 
lairobi.  If  her 


to  the  window  just  in  time  to 
see  the  gunmenjump  in  arid 
speed  away.  Tne  neighbor 
immediately  informed  Nantz's 
friends,  who  put  out  the  alert 
she  had  been  kidnapped. 

Within  10  minutes  of  the  kid¬ 
napping,  a  prayer  chain  was 
mobilized.  Literally  hundreds  of 
people;  some  scattered  around 
toe  world,  were  on  thtsr  knees, 
interceding  on  Nantz's  behalf. 
She  credits  those  prayers  for  sav¬ 
ing  her  life  —  ana  hier  parity  —  1 
during  those  terrifying  moments 
near  toe  Langata  cemetery. 

"I  believe  that's  why  I  had 
tiie  overwhelming  peace;  I 
believe  that's  why  they  started 
the  car  and  shut  the  doors," 
Nantz  said.  "I  don't  know 
what  these  gunmen  saw  or  felt 
at  that  very  moment  but  I  do 
know  they  had  evil  intentions 
and  were  stopped  by  the 
power  of  intercessory  prayer. 

T  didn't  realize  that  when  I 
prayed  for  them  not  to  touch  my 
body,  they  didn't  touch  anything 
on  my  body  —  nothing.  When 
we  pray,  'Lord,  keep  me  horn  a 
situation,'  at,  'Lord,  bless  me  in 
this  way;'  He's  literal  about  it 


STRONGER  FAITH  —  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Mendy  Nantz 
(left)  talks  with  an  unidentified  vendor  in  an  open-air  market  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya.  Nantz  said  she's  more  cautious  in  public  places  since 
she  was  kidnapped  earlier  this  year  but  adds  the  incident  has  only 
strengthened  her  faith  and  her  commitment  to  missions.  (BP  photo) 


was  thinking  purity-wise, 
'Keep  them  from  harming  me,' 
and  He  answered,  'Mendy,  I  can 
do  so  much  better.  1  can  keep 
them  from  touching  you  any¬ 
where —  from  laying  a  finger  on 
you.'  That's  amazing  to  me." 


"When  you  think  of  Southern 
Baptist  women,  the  faithful 
ones,  they're  prayer  warriors," 
she  said.  "They  get  down  on 
their  knees,  and  they  pray  daily 
for  their  missionaries,  their  fam¬ 
ilies,  their  church,  their  pastors." 
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fessengers  to  the  161st  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  Jackson 
approve  sweeping  changes  in  the  relationship  between  the  state  con¬ 
vention  and  its  institutions  and  unanimously  approve  a  record  $24.1 
million  state  Cooperative  Program  budget  for  1997. 


RAs  from  First  Church,  Amory,  continue  to  be  one  of  the  most  active 
RA  units  in  Mississippi,  working  in  the  Amory  Food  Bank,  helping  dis¬ 
tribute  Bibles  during  a  mission  trip  to  Memphis,  and  providing  labor  for 
development  of  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.E.L.  Polk,  two  of  the  surviving  charter  members  of 
Phalti  Church  in  Jefferson  Davis  County,  receive  special  recognition  from 
the  church  for  giving  the  largest  single  gift  in  the  history  of  the  church,  to 
be  used  for  total  replacement  of  worn  pews  in  the  sanctuary. 
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meetings,  and  places?  Dojrou 
avoid  cnurch  altogether?  That 
is  what  some  folks  have  done. 
L-»  That  is  not  healthy  either. 

/V  Another  thing  is  when  you 

are  around  folks  that  are 
spreading  infections  you  need 
T'y  to  recognize  it,  keep  a  safe 
isurer  distance,  and  call  attention  to 
loard  the  fact  that  it  would  proba¬ 

bly  be  best  if  they  would  not 
do  that.  It  is  even  more 
important  to  stay  clean  in  the 
r  be  done  church.  You  do  not  have  to 
infections  get  involved  in  those  things 
il  or  in  the  inat  spread  infections, 
your  soul  and  spirit.  church?  Well,  as  simple  as  it  Through  the  years  it  has 

critical  bug  sounds,  there  are  two  significant  been  an  interesting  study  to 

One,  stay  me  to  notice  that  anytime 
iway  from  there  is  something  unhealthy, 
icture.  It  is  unsavory,  or  infectious  hap- 
an  adjoin-  pening,  some  of  the  same  peo- 
ire  several  pie  seem  to  be  involved  in  the 
lighted  in  experience.  You  do  not  have 
to  cast  your  lot  with  them  on 
every  occasion.  Now  I  under¬ 
stand  that  you  can  get  sick  in 
church  or  out  of  church,  in  the 
hospital  or  out  of  the  hospital, 
ana  you  have  no  clue  as  to 
where  you  caught  the  bug.  On 
of  the  other  hand  I  have  also 
•  noticed  that  the  people  who 
number  four,  stay  the  strongest,  the  healthi¬ 
est,  and  in  fact,  the  most  use¬ 
ful  are  those  people  who  stay 
deaned-up  because  they  stay 


fact  that  all  of  these  people  went  mg  about  the  kind  that  some- 
to  the  hospital  to  get  help,  to  get  times  can  even  do  greater  dam- 
well,  ana  for  their  life  to  age.  It  begins  to  eat  away  at 
improve; Tonly  to  succumb  to  an  \ 
infection  that  was  worse  than  Youcaripicku 
the  one  for  which  they  went  to  at  church.  Maybe  you  are  in 
the  hospital  to  get  help.  That  is  Sunday  School  or  in  choir  and 
terrible!  Since  we  are  battling  the  you  overhear  some  folks  talk- 
unseen,  unknown  germs,  and  mg  with ,  that  kind  of  acid 
creepy  little  bacteria,  now  do  we  speech  that  you  know  is  meant 

know  what  to  do,  where  to  go,  to  be  poured  on  someone  else.  w  „  w 

what  to  touch,  or  what  we  Sometimes  your  spiritual  color.  What  would  you  say  is  the 
should  drink?  immune  system  is  able  to  fight  most  dangerous  thing  in 

I  could  only  wish  that  the  it  off  and  even  then  you  realize  pital  room  in  relations 
infection  problems  were  con-  that  someone  else  may  be  hurt,  acquiring  infections:  ( 
fined  to  hospitals,  but  if  the  Sometimes  you  can  pick  up  a  doorknob,  $)  the  toilet  le 
truth  be  known  many  people  don’t  care  germ  at  church.  They  the  food  tray,  or  {4)  the 
have  gone  to  church  to  find  are  not  going  to  pull  you  in  ana  control  for  me  TV?  In  tiu 
help,  direction,  cleansing,  heal-  ^harness  you  up  to  work.  Ybu  four  have  the  potent 
ing,  and  all  of  the  things  that  don't  have  to  do  that.  Let  them  spreading  infection,  but  the 
God  has  in  store  for  us  —  only  get  someone  else.  You  just  don't  biggest  culprit  is  r 
to  find  they  have  been  infected  care  about  that  particular  area  the  remote  control.  Everyone 
with  a  new  strain  of  bacteria,  of  ministry.  The  problem  is  that  -  picks  it  up  and  seldom  does 

People  come  with  anticipation  when  that  bacterium  hits  it  anyone  ever  clean  or  disinfect  it.  t  _ 

and  a  certain  amount  of  expec-  slowly  and  on  occasion  quickly  So  when  you  are  in  the  hospital  close  to  Jesus,  who  is  ahle  to 
tation  that  because  they  are  in  migrates  into  areas  of  your  you  need  to  take  precautions  to  keep  our  immune  system  up 
church  things  will  be  better,  but  soul.  You  become  less  ana  less  watch  out  for  those  filings  and  ana  the  germ  count  down, 
you  can  pick  up  infections  at  willing  to  be  involved  in  the  not  spread  file  germs  that  other 
church.  I  am  not  talking  about  things  of  God.  It  is  not  a  flesh-  folks  nave  spread.  ....... 

the  kind  that  lurks  around  eating  bacterium,  but  it  is  a  In  church  it  is  a  different  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
doorknobs  and  multiplies  in  spirit-destroying  germ.  Some  thing.  Do  you  develop  a  sys-  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
public  restrooms.  No,  I  am  talk-  people  never  recover  from  it.  tern  of  avoiding  some  people,  0530.  E-mail:  jfutralSmibcb.org. 


,us  Christ  ^ 

Requests  the  ^ 

Honor  of 
-  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.)^ 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(t  believe  in  Jesus.  )  - 

4.  By  faith,  l  iriVfte  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  ivho 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


1.  Smith  Ordained,  Calvary  Church,  Vicksburg 


2.  Montana  Mission  Trip,  First  Church,  Terry 


1.  First  Church,  Clara, 
recently  ordained  Drew 
Holifield  as  deacon.  Shown 
are  Tim  Glaze,  Holifield, 
and  Wendell  Moody. 

2.  First  Church,  Terry,  recent¬ 
ly  had  a  group  of  16  volun¬ 
teers  participate  in  a  part¬ 
nership  mission  with  the 
Metro  Association,  working 
in  Lakeside,  Mont.,  building 
a  church  and  in  Columbia 
Falls,  Mont.,  repairing  the 
roof  of  a  local  pastor.  Shown 
are  John  Pace,  Ir.,  Fay  Fife, 
John  Freels,  John  Gordon, 


Joni  and  Terry  Griffin,  Patti 
and  Chuck  Higdon,  Colleen 
and  Steve  Little,  Bob 
Marble,  Yvonne  Osborn, 
Connie  Richardson,  and 
Corey  Spooner. 

3.  The  Girls  in  Action  of 
Fredonia  Church,  New 
Albany,  went  to  Mother- 
Daughter  Camp  at  Camp 
Garaywa  Oct.  20-21.  The 
girls  enjoyed  meeting  two 
missionaries,  doing  crafts, 
playing  games,  singing, 
ana  meeting  new  friends. 
Shown  are  tne  participants. 
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1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

Mem  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  \ 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-900-442-0290. 


FINALLY  AFFOCOABLE  HEALTH  HE1DBJERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call  Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair. 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or 

368-2705. 


STUDIO,  CUSTOM  condo n#fey  rental.  Ifee home;  aR  new  fur- 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  nahinpi  sbeet  level  no  slept  bedliling 
Columbus/ladcson,  (877)  477-1899.  view  sleeps*  no pab.  Cal  (BBS  8790388. 


MURPHY  CREEK  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Louisville,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
youth  director.  Please  send  resume  and 
references  to  Murphy  Creek  Baptist 
Church.  Attn-  Youth  Director  Search 
Committee.  5420  Bond  Rd..  Louisville. 

MS  39339. _ 

NORTHCREST,  MERIDIAN  MISS, 
accepting  resumes  for  a  Minister  ol 
youth.  Send  to  Northerns!  Baptist  Church. 
P.O.  Box  3159,  Meridian.  MS  39303. 
HARRISBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Tupelo.  Miss.,  seeks  a  full-time  Director 
of  childhood  education.  Prefer  semi- 


cnees  to  FBC  Tenv  personnel  commit- 
tee.  P-O.  Box  159,  Terr*  MS  391 70. 
FULL-TIME  POSITION  OF  MINSTER 

of  Music  and  toulh.  Must  have  experi¬ 
ence  with  contemporary -style  praise 
and  worship  music.  Please  send  resume 
to  426  Pineview  Lane,  Brandon,  MS 
19042.  Or  call  (601  >  824-9404. 
PILGRIMS  REST  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
Crystal  Springs.  Miss.,  bi-vocational 
Music  Minister  position  and  bi-voca- 
tKjrwl  Vbuth  Minister  positron  Contact 
Rev  fohnrue  Stewart  for  more  into  at 
1601 )  892-3208  or  (601  i  892-4772. 


RACE  RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHUBCH, 
tidgehnd.  Miss.,  is  accepting  resumes 
dt  pastor.  Send  resume  to  Trace  Ridge 
laptist  Church,  Helen  Barber  chahper- 
on,  P.O.  Box  2726.  Ridgeland.  MS 


in  Philadelphia.  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  stu¬ 
dent/youth  minister.  Seminary  degree 
preferred.  If  interested,  please  send 
resume  to  mchealhamfechoctaw.org  or 
call  Mark  Cheatham  at  (601 )  650-9271 . 


nary-trained  wRh  large  church  Sunday 
xnooi  ana  cntiaren  s  worsnip  expen- 
ence.  Send  resumes  to  Gary  Waters,  506 
Lake  Pfefc  Drive.  Tupekx  MS  38801 
FBC  TEBBX  MISS.,  IS  ACCEPTING 
applications  for  foil-time  church  admin- 

sight  of  church  oBice  and  financial  sec¬ 
retary  tasks.  fob  description  and  applica¬ 
tion  available  from  church  (601)  878- 
5735.  lo  apply,  fill  out  job  ^yficabon 
and  send  with  current  resume  and  refer- 
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SUPPLEMENT 

current  and  recent,  please  take  confidential  Insurance  Too  Expensive?  Call  E.F. 
online  survey  to  hefo  SBC  pastor  with  PhD  Hutton  Insurance  tpday  ...  We  Can 
research.  For  username  and  pwwotd  con- 


No  monthly 


Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat-  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FBEE 
mg,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringt-  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quihnan, 

gias,  carpet  signs.  Church  Supply  Mbs,  phone  (601)  776-6617.  1 _ 

QLMET  GATUNBURG  CABIN  RETREAT: 
2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mt  View  from  deck, 
owned.  AM  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid-  Full  kitchen,  level  entry;  $95Axte.  For 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs,  Information:  (251)  666-2175,  (c)  (251) 
pabo  ooren,  screen  and  gias  moms.  (601 ) 

owners. 


4.  Springfield  Church, 
Morton,  recently  ordained 
Doug  Stuart  as  deacon. 
Shown  are  interim  pastor 
Keith  Gordon,  Stuart,  and 
-Danny  Wade. 


Visit  us  online  at 
www.ntbcb.org 


Buses  for  all  Journeys,,,  Great  and  Small 
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6.  First  Church,  Polls  Camp, 
presented  awards  for  per¬ 
fect  attendance  to  Janice 
Canerdy,  one  year;  Billy 
McAlexander,  17  years; 
Madalynne  Ash,  18  years; 
and  Lynda  McAlexander; 
18  years.  Shown  are  the 
recipients. 

« 

7.  First  Church,  Charleston, 
recently  ordained  Blane 
Breland  and  Ernie  Inman 
as  deacons.  Shown,  stand¬ 
ing,  is  pastor  John  Price; 
Breland  and  Sherry 
Breland,  left;  Inman  and 
Sue  Inman,  rij^it 

8.  The  RAs  of  Branch  Church, 
Morton,  recently  made 
birthday  cards  to  oe  sent  to 
Missionary  Kids.  Shown 
are  the  RAs. 


Grove  Church,  Corinth. 
The  church  honored  him 
with  a  special  service,  a 
monetary  gift,  and  a  sabbat¬ 
ical.  Shown  are  Blackard 
and  his  wife,  Linda. 

10.  Moak's  Creek  Church, 
Summit,  recognized  Myrtis 
Green  Wells,  97,  and  Iva 
Mae  Brown  Thornhill,  94, 
on  Mother's  Day  Wells  has 
been  an  active  member  of 
the  church  for  80  years,  and 
since  1990  Thornhill  has 
played  organ  and  piano  for 
every  department  in  the 
church  at  various  times. 

11.  The  Children  in  Action  of 

Parkway  Church,  Kosci¬ 
usko,  celebrated 

Christmas  in  August  by 
collecting  items  for  mis¬ 
sionary  Trish  Alii  good 
from  Palmetto,  Fla. 
Shown  are  the  children. 

12.  Oakvale  Church, 

Lawrence  Association, 
received  a  certificate  from 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Historical  Society  recog¬ 
nizing  100  years  of  ser¬ 
vice.  Shown  are  Rachel 
Jones,  Gerald  Tumage, 
Jimmy  Hill,  Wade  Barnes, 
Mildred  Barnes,  Peggy 
Saliba,  and  pastor  Mark 
Yeatman. 

13.  Oakland  ~  Church, 
Corinth,  recently  cele¬ 
brated  the  church's  45th 
anniversary.  Brenda 
Roach,  organist  was  hon¬ 
ored  for  playing  the 
piano/organ  die  entire  45 
years.  She  received  45 
roses  and  a  diamond 
necklace  from  the  church. 


14.  Hebron  Church,  Vfciden, 
licensed  Mevlyn  Hunt  as  a 
pianist  and  gospel  singer 
Oct  15.  Shown  are  Buly 
-  Little  and  Hunt 


i  s i  For  Tin  Record 
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15.  Trey  Smith  was  licensed  to 
the  ministry  by  Calvary 
Church,  Vicksburg,  July  23, 
and  is  available  tor  pulpit 


Macon  Phillips  and  Smith. 

16.  Utica  Church,  Utica, 
recently  recognized  Harvey 
Gray  lor  over  20  years  as 
Sunday  School  director. 
Shown  are  Gray  and  Eric 
McMahon,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  minister. 

17.  Whitesand  .Church, 
Prentiss,  held  a  note  burn¬ 
ing  ceremony  Oct  1  for  the 
renovation  of  their  sanctu¬ 
ary.  Shown  are  the  building 
and  grounds  committee,  die 
chairman  of  deacons,  and 
pastor  Charles  Burnham. 

18.  Lake  Como  Church,  Bay 
Springs,  recently  held  a  suc¬ 
cessful  marriage  conference. 
Speakers  were  Wayne  and 
ana  Hudson  of  Complete  in 
Christ  Ministries.  Shown  are 
die  Hudsons. 


19.  Recognition  Service,  Hope  Church,  Philadelphia 


17. 


Philadelphia,  held  a  recog¬ 
nition  service  for  their 
Acteens,  RAs,  and  GAs. 
Shown,  back  row,  are  youth 
minister  Jacob  Glasz,  Carrie 
McLemore,  and  Julie 
Osborne;  second  row, 
Graham  Winstead,  Paul 
White;  Ali  Pike,  and  Brianna 
Whittle;  front  row,  Jonathan 
Osborne,  Clair  Winstead, 
and  Bethany  Whittle. 

20.  Lake  Como  Church. 


Buddies  and  Bible  drillers. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

21.  The  Acteens  of  Slayden 
Church,  Slayden  received 
baby  gifts  for  die  Sav-a-Life 
organization.  Shown  deliv¬ 
ering  gifts  to  die  Oxford 
home  are  Nealy  Jones, 
Michelle  Russell  Sonia 
Hurdle,  Geraldine  Williams, 
Plowman,  and 


m 


22.  Several  churches 


collected  pennies  for  the 
Memorial  to  the  Missing.  By 
May  13,  approximately 
$3000  was  collected.  Church 
representatives  shown  are, 
front  row:  Robbie  Crane, 
Mickey  Trammel,  Bob 
Purvis,  Bobby  Cobb;  back 


21.  Adeem,  Slayden  Church,  Slayden 


Ginn,  and 
Many  more  churches  gave 
who  do  not  have  representa¬ 
tives  in  the  photo. 
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.  FIND  A  PHYSICIAN 

•  G«t  Health  Information 


health  scraaning 


Call  the  Baptist  Health 
or  visit  Baptist's  website 


I  he  Spirit  of  HeiUthi  iti  < 


1 .  Thompson  and  wife,  Brandi  Church,  Morton  3.  Simmons  and  wife,  Hebron  Church,  Grenada 


1.  Branch  Church,  Morton,  has  called  Kevin 
Thompson  as  pastor,  who  began  service 
Sept  i  He  is  shown  here  with  his  wife,  Kim. 

2.  Raymond  A.  Wilson  is  retiring  after  pas- 
toring  Grace  Church,  Casa  Grande,  A*., 


taring  Grace  Church,  Casa  Grande,  Ax., 
for  20  years.  Wilson  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and  New  Orleans 
'Seminary,  and  pastored  in  McComb, 
Mendenhall,  and  Greenville  before  mov¬ 
ing  to  Arizona  in  1973.  He  is  retiring  after 
42  years  in  ministry.  -  . 

3.  Harold  W.  Simmons  retired  from  10  years  of 
.ministry  at  Hebron  Church,  Grenada.  He 

and  his  wife  Shirley  were  honored  by  a 
reception  at  the  church  Sept.  30. 

4.  Gatesville  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  has  called 
Harold  McLendon  as  pastor  effective  Oct  2. 
Shown  are  McLendon  and  his  wife  Got 

t 

5.  Philip  Cooper  has  been  called  as  pastor  to 
First  Church,  Piedmont,  Ala.,  effective  Oct.  8. 
He  previously  served  as  interim  minister  of 
education  at  First  Church,  Richland. 

6.  Escatawpa  Church,  Escatawpa,  has  called 
Todd  Bowen  as  pastor  after  serving  18  years  at 
Friendship  Church,  Aberdeen,  effective  Nov.  5. 


3BIM 


6.  Bowen  and  I 
Escatawpa  Church, 


*•*  'November  2;  2006 
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Bethel  •  Church,  Aberd 
Homecoming,  Nov.  5;  services, 
lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch  ant 
Blessed,  musk. 


Wed.,  7  p  m.;  Richard 
Charles  Yelverton,  music; 


130th  worship  11  m 
ajn.,  fol-  noon  service 
ging;  Still  Clark,  speake 


>v.  First  Church,  Terry:  Revival,  Nov.  5-8; 
Wed.,  7  Su©.,  worship,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  cov- 
music  ered  dish  Tunch;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  pan.;  Don 


-Wedv  7  p jbu; 
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Mississippi  College  Homecoming  2006  was  highlighted  by 
the  announcement  of  die  kickoff  of  die  $65,000,000  campaign. 
The  campaign  projects  are:  capital  projects,  operational  support, 
and  to  raise  die  Endowment  Fund.  Pictured  from  left:  President 

of  Mississippi  College,  Lee 
Royce,  and  Don  Phillips, 
chairman  of  die  Steering 
Committee,  Growing  the 
Vision  capital  campaign. 

William  Carey  -University 
visiting  lecturer  of  sociology 
Wilson  L.  Thompson  received 
a  2006  Mississippi  Humanities 
Council  Teacher  Award.  A  ban- 
will  be  held  in  Jackson  in 


Tlin..,n.nn  I - 1  UITI  I 

inompson  Honored,  wlu 


ties  faculty  member 
from  each  institution  of  higher 
learning  in  die  state. 


vea  musk;  Jimmy  Jone*  pastor: 

- v - n_  * - - > 

cvutfviiic  uiqtuv  UMawittr.  Momgamuiifr 

No*  12, 10  sjiw  Ken  Pfegram,  speaker  New  Hont  Church,;  Simpson  C 

.v  Homecoming  and  liMn  anniversary,  r 

Fellowship  Church,  Taylorsville:  Revival,  worship,  10-3o  a.m,,  followed  by  lunc 
N«  IMS;  W  Sunday  School,  10  n^n.;  .ftencon  •«*«  Bom  Ag»n.  muria 


Practical  Principles 


A  CULTURE  OF  ALCOHOL 


By  Jimmy  Porter 


time,  a  tragic  death  rpay  spur  Ole  year.  Dr.  Ralph  Hingson,  professor  at  Boston  What  can  we  as  Christians  and  Baptists  do  to  help 
Miss  into  action,"  that  Alcohol  was  University  of  Public  Health,  said,  "The  harm  that  col-  _  with  the  problems  inherent  in  a  culture  of  alcohol? 
a  factor  in  at  least  four  of  these  deaths.  And  they  don't  lege  students  do  to  themselves  and  others  as  a  result  of  First,  we  can  pray  for  the  administration  of  our  ool- 
include  the  death  of  Laura  Trependahl  in  2003,  on  her  excessive  drinking  exceeds  what  many  could  have  leges  and  universities  as  they  seek  solutions  to  their 
way  from  a  peaceful  sleep  in  her  dorm  to  pick  up  expected.  Our  data  clearly  point  to  the  need  for  better  problems.  Second,  if  you  are  a  former  student  or  a  res- 
friends  who  had  drunk  too  much  to  drive."  intervention  against  high-nsk  drinking  in  this  popula-  ident  of  one  of  these  college  or  university  towns,  write 

These  tragedies,  along  with  other  events,  has  caused  tion"  (www.alcoholism.about.com/cs/college).  a  letter  to  the  administration  and  to  your  elected  offi- 

the  leadership  in  the  city  of  Oxford  and  the  University  According,  to  the  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health  dais  expressing  to  them  your  opinions  and  a  willing- 
of  Mississippi  to  address  a  culture  that  is  often  referred  College  Alcohol  Study,  nearly  half  of  all  college  stu-  ness  to  fee  a  part  of  the  solution  instead  of  the  problem, 
to  as  "a  culture  of  idcohol."  The  problems  created  by  dents  surveyed  drank  four  or  five  drinks  in  one  sitting  Also,  cooperate  with  and  give  support  to  the  local 
underage  drinking,  binge  drinking,  and  lax  law  within  the  previous  two  weeks.  Students  who  live  in  a  authorities  as  they  seek  to  enforce  the  laws  that  are 
enforcement  are  shared  by  every  college  and  universi-  fraternity  or  sorority  house  are  die  heaviest  drinkers-86  already  on  the  books.  Finally,  make  sure  you  tell  your 
ty  campus  and  town,  not  just  Oxford  and  Ole  Miss.  percent  of  fraternity  residents  and  80  percent  of  sorori-  children  and  grandchildren  that  they  don't  have  to 
A  "culture  of  alcohol"  exists  in  a  community  when  ty  residents  report  binge  drinking  (www.ncadi.samh-  drink  alcohol  to  have  fun  or  to  be  sociable.  You  can 
the  norms  of  that  community  are  relaxed  to  the  point  sa.gov).  College  students  currently  spend  $5.5  billion  a  carry  on  a  conversation  without  a  drink  your  hand, 
that  it  becomes  acceptable  and  "in"  to  drink  often  and  year  on  alcohol,  more  than  they  spend  on  textbooks.  Tragedies  happen  and  will  continue  every  single  day, 
excessively.  Often  the  community  is  in  denial  and  very  soft  drinks,  tea,  milk,  juice,  and  coftee  combined.  but  if  we  learn  from  them  and  then  act  upon  what  we 

little  is  done  to  curb  or  prohibit  such  practices.  -,v  Problems  with  alcohol  are  easy  to  identify,  docu-  learn,  then  all  is  not  lost. 

The  term  "alcohol  culture"  has  been  associated  with  ment,  and  discuss  but  real  solutions  are  harder  to  come 
binge  drinking  for  over  a  decade.  Binge  drinking  is  by.  A  single  group  or  a  single  l?w  will  not  change  the 

denned  as  consuming  five  or  more  drinks  in  a  row  for  abuses  of  excessive  drinking  in  college  towns  ana  uni-  Jimmy  Porter  is  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 

a  boy  and  four  or  more  drinks  in  a  row  for  a  girl.  versifies.  But  the  situation  is  not  hopeless  when  Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission. 
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>r  before. 


Family  Bible  Study 

re  in  Relationship,  Not  Rebellion 


to  in  the  sacrifices  and  worship  with  Him.  What  steps  are  neces- 
n-  -  had  been  upheld  by  die  ritual  saiy~  for  the.  people  to  be 
tst  of  the  worship.  As  a  result  the  restored  to  a  right  relationship 
ca  people  were  me  to  engage  in  a  with  God?  They  need  to  repent 
ith  torn  of  worship  and  sacrifice  and  seek  Goa's  forgiveness 
>rs  without  seeing  their  need  to  (verse  161  stop  engaging  in  evil 
tie  change  their  behavior.  Our  (verse  161  get  into  His  Word 
worship  and  service  to  God  (verse  171  and  live  out  their 
ng  should  be  built  on  a  growing  commitment  to  Him  by  seeking 
he  relationship  with  God  and  not  what  is  right  according  to  Goa 
ge  based  on  ntuaL  (verse  171  This  is  yet  another 

he  ‘  The  encouraging  part  of  caution  for  us  today.  We  need  to 
ng  Isaiah's  charge  to  God's  people  invite  God  to  search  our  hearts 
tic  comes  in  verses  16-20.  In  a  and  reveal  our  sin  so  that  we  can 
id.  courtroom  this  would  be  similar  repent  of  rebellious  attitudes 
of  to  the  sentencing.  Fortunately,  and  actions  in  order  to  follow 
ye-  God  is  not  prosecuting  the  peo-  Him  in  every  aspect  of  life.  y 

Yes,  it  does  matter  if  a  per¬ 
son  has  a  right  relationship 
with  God.  For  the  lost  person 
it’s  a  matter  of  eternity.  For  die 
Christian  it's  a  matter  of  abun¬ 
dant  useful  living. 


;  on  with  God's 
10-15.  He  infer 


utterly  hear  of  the  potential  for  restora- 
tuse  of  tkm.  In  essence  they  receive  a 
ley  had  deferred  sentence.  Tnev  should 
ras  not  be  disciplined  for  their  rebellion 
f  rebel-  and  if  they  do  not  relent  God 
if  these  informs  them  that  they  will  be 


to  All  you  need  to  do  is  enter  bokl- 
in  ly  and  He  will  do  die  rest! 
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Life  Way  charts  attitudes  of  'formerly  churched' 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  While  a  behind,  the  large  percent  of  the  former- 
great  deal  of  effort  is  made  to  attract  new  ly  churched  who  struggle  with  disen- 
church  members,  LifeWay  Research's  cnantment  deserve  some  honest  atten- 
newest  study  surveys  the  "formerly  tion,"  Waggoner  said, 
churched"  to  better  understand  why  Notably,  Waggoner  pointed  out  that 
people  drop  out  of  congregational  life.  only  two  of  the  top  10  reasons  are 
In  the  summer  of  2006,  the  research  instances  in  which  the  formerly 
arm  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  churched  admit  to  spiritual  causes,  dt- 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  sur-  ing  "church  was  not  helping  me  to 
veyed  469  formerly  churched  adults  —  develop  spiritually"  (14%)  and  "stopped 
those  who  regularly  attended  a  believing  in  organized  religion"  (14%). 
Protestant  church  as  an  adult  in  the  past  The  latter  reflects  creeping  secularism 
but  no  longer  do  so.  In  addition  to  better  and  is  underscored  by  the  number  of 
understanding  why  people  stop  attend-  respondents  who  consider  themselves 
ing  church,  me  survey  also  sought  to  "spiritual,  but  not  religious"  (24%)  and 
better  understand  what  it  would  take  tp  "Christian,  but  not  particularly  devout" 
bring  them  bade.  (42%).  Less  than  one  in  five  formerly 

The  results  indicate  that,  while  some  churched  adults  confess  to  being  "a 
losses  may  be  inevitable,  opportunities  devout  Christian  with  a  strong  belief  in 
abound  for  churches  to  hold  on  to  mem-  God"  (19%)  and  a  somewhat  smaller 
bers  who  are  headed  for  die  door.  number  are  wavering  on  Christianity 

According  to  the  study,  59%  of  for-  (10%)  or  belief  in  God  at  all  (six  percent), 
merly  churched  adults  left  their  church  Clearly,  many  of  the  reasons  people 
because  of  "changes  in  life  situation."  no  longer  regularly  attend  church  are 
While  this  may  suggest  that  most  losses  interrelated.  More  than  80%  of  die  for- 
are  outside  of  the  church's  control,  the  merly  churched  do  not  have  a  strong 
research  indicates  that  is  not  necessarily  belief  in  God,  perhaps  explaining,  for 
the  case,  said  Brad  Waggoner,  director  example,  why  work  and  family  are  a 
of  LifeWay  Research.  higher  priority  than  church  -  but  would 


some  church  practices 
might  be  contributing  to 
low  levels  of  church  com¬ 
mitment  and  limited  bibli¬ 
cal  knowledge. 

"Christian  leaders  seem 
to  be  reluctant  to  [pro¬ 
claim]  die  terms  of  disci- 


,  pleship  that  Jesus  laid  church.  More  than 

In  looking  at  the  top  two  life-si tua-  out,"  Ogden  writes.  "What  are  the  rea-  to  consider  return 
tion  reasons  adults  stop  attending  —  sons  for  our  reluctance?  We  are  afraid  gap  felt  since  stoi 
"simply  got  too  busy  to  attend  church"  that  if  we  ask  too  much,  people  will  stop  attendance"  (34%). 
(19%)  and  "family  /home  responsibili-  coming  to  our  churches.  Our  operating  sons  for  leaving  d 
ties  prevented  church  attendance"  (17  assumption  is  that  people  will  flee  to  die  own  life  changes  « 
%)  —  such  reasons  are  more  preventable  nearby  entertainment  church  if  we  ask  ing  action  or  inac 
than  some  of  the  lower-ranking  reasons  diem  to  give  too  much 
such  as  "moved  too  far  from  church"  of  themselves.  So  we 
(17%),  "work  situation"  (15%)  or  "got  start  with  a  low  bar  and 
divorced /separated"  (12%).  try  to  entice  people  by  Tm  <Mir 

The  second  most  common  category  of  increments  of  commit-  ^  m - 

reasons  why  adults  leave  the  church  is  ment,  hoping  that  we  flSMOUf  fOf 

"disenchantment  with  pastor /church,"  can  raise  die  bar  imper-  .  SM 

accounting  for  die  withdrawal  of  37%  of  cepdbly  to  the  ultimate  IIO  WflOlf 

the  formerly  churched.  Three  specific  destination  of  disciple-  aMMauMM 

sources  of  disenchantment  are  sand-  ship."  ■llillOlllg  0111701 

wiched  among  the  life-change  reasons.  Waggoner  said  it  — « 

The  formerly  churched  say  church  mem-  appears  that  some  of  the  t 


